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The organizational and regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Covert was held Monday, January 14, 2019 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Town of Covert Municipal Building, 8469 South Main Street, Interlaken, New York.                                             
Roll Call:  Supervisor Michael Reynolds Present 
 Councilwoman Deborah Nottke Present 
 Councilman Jeffrey Vann Present 
 Councilman Bill Bishop Present 
 Councilman Brayton Foster Present 
Others Present: Town Clerk Leslie Adams-Compton, Highway Superintendent Jeffrey MacCheyne, Town Attorney 
Patrick Morrell, Interlaken Mayer Rich Richardson, South Seneca students from Mrs. Dunlap's Government Class and 
other interested citizens. 
 
Call to order: Supervisor Reynolds called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m. All rose for the pledge of allegiance.   

 

                                                              

 

ORGANIZATONAL 

 

1) Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, that for the year 2019 the Town Board sets 50 cents per mile 

reimbursement as mileage allowance for personal vehicles used by Town Officers while 

performing official duties other than attendance at Town Board Meetings or Town Court 

Proceedings. 

 

2) Foster moved, seconded by Vann, to authorize that Community Bank, N.A., Interlaken Branch, be 

designated the official bank of the Town of Covert and Town Justice Schmidt and the Supervisor 

be authorized to invest town monies consistent with the requirements of New York State and with 

appropriate consideration given to elements of safety, liquidity and yield. 

 

3) Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to authorize Highway Superintendent MacCheyne to spend up 

to $750.00 per purchase to acquire equipment, tools, and implements and $1,000.00 for repairs 

during 2019 without prior approval of the Town Board. 

 

4) Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to designate the Interlaken Review as the official newspaper of 

the Town of Covert for the year 2019. 

 

5) Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to appoint Christopher Bulmahn as Dog Control Officer at the 

budgeted Salary and 50 cents per mile to Beverly Animal Shelter for the year 2019. A $10.00 per 

day fee for each dog will be charged to the owner upon redemption of impounded dog from 

Beverly Animal Shelter plus a $15.00 a day pick up fee. 

 

6) Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to appoint John Poludniak as Code Enforcement Officer at the 

budgeted Salary and 50 cents per mile for the year 2019. 

 

7) Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to appoint John Hunt as cleaner to the Town of Covert 

Municipal Building, at the wage of $11.10 per hour for the year 2019. 

 

8) Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to appoint Ralph E. Jones as cleaner at the Town of Covert 

Highway Department, at the wage of $11.10 per hour for the year 2019. 
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9) Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, to allow Supervisor Reynolds to file his 2018 annual report 

with the Town Clerk by the same date and in the same matter as Annual Report is required to be 

filed with the State Comptroller. Such authorization is allowed by Town Law Section 29 (10a). 

 

10) Foster moved, seconded by Bishop, to appoint Mr. Raymond Zajac Sr., Grease Lightning, to mow 

the lawns at the Municipal Building, Town Hall and Covert Cemetery for an amount not to exceed 

$2,122.00 for the year 2019. 

 

11) Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, that the salaries of all elected and appointed officers shall be the 

amount indicated by the currently effective resolution or the amount budgeted in the 2019 budget. 

The Highway Superintendent shall set wages of hourly highway employees with concurrence by 

the Town Board, within the limits of the Highway Budget. Payment of salaries and wages shall be 

at times and dates that are legally permissible and mutually acceptable to the Supervisor and the 

recipients. 

 

12) The Personnel Policy and Procedures Handbook were reviewed with no changes at this time. 

Foster moved, seconded by Nottke. Aye-Vann, Aye-Bishop, Aye-Foster, and Aye-Nottke. 

                                                                                                                      

  APPOINTMENTS BY ELECTED OFFICIALS 

 

Highway Superintendent MacCheyne appoints Glenn Boyes as Deputy Highway Superintendent for 

2019. 

Town Clerk appoints Brian Quan as Deputy Town Clerk, Registrar of Vital Statistics, and Tax Collector. 

Wage shall be $14.00 per hour. 

Town Justice Eileen Schmidt appoints Jeanne Rykbost as Clerk to the Town Justice. Salary shall be as 

budgeted for the year 2019. 

 

Supervisor Reynolds makes the following appointments for 2019: 

 

Bookkeeper and Secretary to the Supervisor -- Diane Bassette Nelson 

Budget Officer -- Michael Reynolds 

Deputy Supervisor -- Deborah Nottke 

Town Assessment Committee – Michael Reynolds and Brayton Foster  

Historian for the Town – John Hunt 

Highway Committee -- Bill Bishop, Chairman and Brayton Foster 

Courts, Ordinances & Law Enforcement –Brayton Foster, Chairman and Bill Bishop 

Utilities & Insurance – Bill Bishop, Chairman and Deborah Nottke 

Personnel – Jeffrey Vann, Chairman and Deborah Nottke 

Buildings and Grounds--Bill Bishop, Chairman and Jeffrey Vann 

Fire and Ambulance –Deborah Nottke, Chairwoman, Jeffrey Vann and Michael Reynolds  

Planning and Land Management Ordinance-- Jeffery Vann, Chairman and Brayton Foster  
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Any appointments which may have been overlooked shall continue to be filled by the incumbent subject to 

review by the appropriate appointing authority. 

 

 

RETURN TO THE REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING 

 
A moment of silence was observed in honor of John Swanson Jr., recently deceased. John had been Town of Covert 
Supervisor for 12 years and his wife had been bookkeeper. 
 
Newly Elected Officer, Town Clerk Leslie Adams-Compton, took the Oath of Office. 
 
Approval of Minutes: Nottke moved, seconded by Bishop, to approve the minutes from December 10th and Year-end 
meeting on December 20th, 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 
 

MacCheyne gave his monthly report of roadwork, equipment and Town Barn maintenance. Nottke asked about storage 
of mower. MacCheyne said it was stored with salt in the different part of Barn with no room for more. 
 
Bishop shared that the intersection of County Road 142 and State Route 96 is a traffic hazard and not maintained. 
Drivers move into the wrong side of the road to avoid the poor condition. The State has a right-of-way. The County has 
put cold patch in the bad spot. It was suggested that a letter be written to the State, Pam Helming, that it's an identified 
hazard. 
 
Foster read a letter written by Don Kenyon reporting that John Swanson Jr. was instrumental in the creation of the Town 
of Covert Land Management Ordinance and Seneca County Sales Tax. John did "what he thought best despite the 
consequences". Letter is on file with the Town Clerk. 
 
Vann shared that members of the Town Board met with the Planning Board on December 20th to continue discussion 
since the moratorium on solar and wind energy facilities and cell towers had expired. There was consensus that 
something needs to be done to regulate green renewable energy. Vann has sent to Attorney Morrell a proposed 
amendment to the Land Management Ordinance. The Town has adopted the Seneca County Solar Permit program and 
would allow projects that qualified for that which differentiates by kilowatt. The proposal would limit wind systems to 
small producers, able to sell back to NYSEG. Trash Incinerators were also mentioned. Morrell asked what the intent of 
the proposal is. The details of the restrictions need to be defined. The process can be formally started next month with a 
Public Hearing and a State Environmental Quality Review. 
 
Supervisor Reynolds reminded the Board of the Town Audit of the Justice and Town Clerk's books on January 21, 2019. 
 
Reynolds shared that there were three proposals submitted by engineers as a result of the Request for Proposals for 
Engineers to determine flood damage from August 2018 flooding: MRB Group from Rochester, Nussbaumer & Clarke, 
Inc. from Buffalo and T.G. Miller, P.C. from Ithaca. All looked similar in experience, all have done hydrological studies, all 
have worked with FEMA. Cost varied; mileage is a consideration. Municipal Disaster Consultants Rep., Ryan Frykhome, 
explained that the Bid Tabulation form needs to be filled out and turned in to FEMA. Maximum points in each catagory 
are: 30 pts/quality + experience of similar projects, 25 pts/availability(proximity), methodology, 25 pts/pricing, 20 
pts/demonstrated understanding of the project process . Ranking was tabulated and T.G. Miller came out with the most 
points. There has to be a term limit and a not-to-exceed amount. If more time is needed, an addendum can be added to 
the contract. 
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Vann asked how the money flows in the process. Frykhome explained that once there is an engineer's stamp on the 
work that needs to be done due to the storm damage, the Town hires contractor/s. The Town Highway Department may 
also do the work and be reimbursed. There are over 20 culverts, pavements and shoulders in disrepair due to flooding. 
He said that small projects, less than $128,900.00 will be paid up front. Costs more than that, the Town pays and is 
reimbursed by FEMA. About 30 days remain for the Engineers, with direction from the Town Highway Superintendent, 
to identify the damage using a damage inventory spreadsheet organized by road and an Engineer-stamped project is 
submitted to FEMA. 
 
Nottke asked if the Village of Interlaken is under the same umbrella for applying for FEMA. Mayor Richardson said that 
the Village will apply separately. There is some confusion about whose responsibility is the culvert that runs through the 
Village and overflowed causing damage especially at Mechanic Street. If there is a memorandum of understanding 
between the Village and the Town that the Town maintains the culvert, then it would be the Town's responsibility. 
Richardson hoped to get answers from the engineers/FEMA the next day. 
 
Petitioners: Barry Ford asked if cell towers were also to be regulated in the proposed addition to the Land Management 
Ordinance. Vann said it would be a separate item to be added later. He also asked what the Supervisor's Contractual 
account is for. Reynolds explained it was for mileage to meetings and equipment such as the computer purchased for 
the bookkeeper the previous year.   
 
Resolutions:  
Nottke moved, seconded by Foster, to authorize Town Supervisor Reynolds to enter into a contract with T.G. Miller, P.C., for an 
amount not to exceed $30,000.00,    And to authorize Town Attorney Morrell and Town Supervisor Reynolds to negotiate the 

Contract terms on behalf of the Town of Covert.   Aye-Vann, Aye Nottke, Aye-Foster and Aye-Bishop. 
 
Nottke moved, seconded by Bishop, to renew Beverly Animal Shelter Agreement for 2019. 
 
Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to approve the Supervisor's Income and Expenditure report for the month of 
December 2018. Aye-Vann, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and Aye-Foster. 
 
Foster moved, seconded by Nottke, to approve the Highway Superintendent’s report for the month of December 2018. 
Aye-Vann, Aye Nottke, Aye-Foster and Aye-Bishop. 
 
Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to approve the Town Clerk’s report for the month of December. A total of $417.00  
was received and $290.83 was remitted to the Supervisor for the month of December 2018. Tax Collection to date was 
$444,444. Aye-Vann, Aye-Bishop, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Foster. 
  
Nottke moved, seconded by Vann, to approve the Dog Control Officer's report for the month of December 2018. 
Aye-Vann, Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke and Aye-Bishop. 
 
Vann moved, seconded by Nottke, that Highway Fund Vouchers #1-19 in the amount of $28,026.07 and General Fund 
Vouchers # 1-26 in the amount $108,604.82 be approved for payment. Aye-Foster, Aye-Nottke, Aye-Bishop and 
Aye-Vann. 
 
Respectfully submitted,                     
 
 
Leslie Adams-Compton, Town Clerk 


